everal stories revealed on this page echo the popular song “After the Ball Is

comment on courtship and marriage. Over,” which Maud quoted on the preceding
eneath the comic poem “A Duet” page. A bouquet of flowers picked in 1890,
Montgomery placed the announcement when young Maud was on her way to Prince
of her Uncle Leander’s engagement to the Albert with Grandfather Montgomery,
woman who was to be his third wife. marks an especially happy surprise: In Regina,
The title of the more melancholy poem her father joined them to travel on to

“After the Ball” may deliberately Prince Albert.

t is ironic that a woman who received more than a dozen marriage proposals and even
] more declarations of passion should end up marrying a man she did not love intensely.
Having secretly accepted the Rev. Ewan Macdonald’s proposal in October of 1906, the
almost thirty-two-year-old Montgomery wrote that same day in her journal: “Perfect and
rapturous happiness, such as marriage with a man I loved intensely would give me, I have
ceased to hope for.” She had felt rapturous happiness with Herman Leard when she was
twenty-three, but they were both engaged to other people, and she did not consider him her
equal in either intellect or ambition. The unfulfilled romance with Herman was to be the
touchstone for passion for the rest of her life, and against which she would measure her
physical attraction to Oliver Macneill in 1909.

Maud’s first declaration of love came in her early teens, and Nate Lockhart continued to
write to her well into his Acadia University years. When she was sixteen, visiting her father
in Prince Albert, she was sent an anonymous Christmas present by one boy; welcomed the . Aoy tha Batt,
attentions of her best friend’s brother, Willie Pritchard; and deflected the proposal of her e s
teacher, John A. Mustard. At least three Cavendish youths — Jack Laird, Henry McLure, and
Alec Macneill — pursued her; and while she was teaching, Lem McLeod and Lou Dystant
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proposed, as did Edwin Simpson, to whom she was so miserably engaged while she was
trysting with Herman. Imagine the havoc in the Belmont Simpson family: She rejected, then
accepted, then rejected Ed; his brother Fulton became obsessed with her; and she drove
about with another brother, Alf.

By the time Ewan Macdonald came to Cavendish in 1903, perhaps Montgomery was “I-fu;?'-i.i ;I::It.:;;f_'j__r[_-'
tired of the struggle she had identified between “the passionate Montgomery blood and the i :I““I'
Puritan Macneill conscience” and had opted optimistically for a comfortable match of :;i,'i;r.':':'_‘lr e
backgrounds and ambitions. Lot gl s e O
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